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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JACKSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURES ON FEBRUARY 14, 2017 – HEMMING PARK HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION (ORDINANCE 2016-559) AND ABILITY HOUSING LEGAL SETTLEMENT 

(ORDINANCES 2017-36, 2017-68 AND 2017-69)
On Tuesday, February 14, 2017 the Jacksonville City Council will be holding scheduled second-reading public hearings on several ordinances expected to draw public interest and comment: Hemming Park historic landmark designation (Ordinance 2016-559) and three ordinances regarding a legal settlement with Ability Housing of Northeast Florida (Ordinances 2017-36, 2017-68 and 2017-69) over a proposed rezoning in Springfield to allow a supportive housing project. Also on the Council’s agenda for action on February 14th is final action on the amendment of the City’s Human Rights Ordinance (HRO; 2017-15) to include sexual orientation and gender identity as protected classes. Because the Human Rights Ordinance debate is expected to be lengthy and the other ordinances will not be taken up until after the HRO has been acted upon, Council President Lori Boyer plans to OPEN AND CONTINUE the public hearings on 2016-559, 2017-36, 2017-68 and 2017-69 until the Council meeting of February 28th. While citizens are welcome to attend and speak during the public hearings on February 14th, they may find it more convenient to do so on the 28th.  Action on these four bills in their assigned committees will be deferred during the week of February 20-24 so that the public hearings held on February 28th will precede committee consideration of the bills the following week.
For further information contact:  Dr. Cheryl Brown, Council Secretary/Director at 904 630-1452 or CLBrown@coj.net









